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The Carnatba palm tree (COPAKNICIA CERIFERA) belongs to the 
Palmaceae family -¢ . The common mame has been the subject of many 
etymological controversiese Some claim the name is derived from both 
the Portuguese and native Indian idiom, while others say it is a 
corruption of the native-tupf{ w-ed "carnahyba" compounded from "caranda 
meaning scaly, thickeskinned, and "yba" meaning "tree or palm." The 
Portuguese term "carne”® means "meat" and "uba" means "tree." 
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dom reaches a height of more than : 
} between 25 and 35 feet. It cgenerall: 
r & years and has been known to live as lo 
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cal and the leaves, wide, 
stalks which branch in 
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toe 


The trunk is very straight and cylindr 
serried, and fan-siiaped, grow from yard-long s 
all directions from the crown of the tree, giv 
wheel appearance. 


The epidermical cells of the leaves are covered with a coat of 
wax, cenerally on the underside of the leaf, to protect the plant 
against lack of water. 


GEOGRAPHICSL DISTRIBUTION 





The Carnatba palm grows in vast areas in the drv regions of 
Northeastern Brazil, particularly in the States of Ceard and Piauf. 
These areas, usually longer than they cre wide, produce clean, none 
vegetative woods, often covering one hundred square kilometers. The 
tree thrives mainly on claylike, humid, well-cultivated fields along 
river banks and in valleys of the hinterlands, It is never found in 
the highlandse The entire productive zsne is about 1,415,155 square 
mileSe 








Right is granted for republication of any or all of the material included in this Bulletin, on the condition that 
credit be given to the Brazilian Government Trade Bureau. More detailed information concerning Brazil and the sub- 
jects treated in these pages may be secured by addressing the Bureau at 551 Fifth Avenue, New York City 17, N. Y. 
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The State of Ceard alone has about 32,000,000 t 
tivation on more than 15,000 plantat 
on an annual tiverage of a — of wax produced per tree 
an estimated total of 80,000,000 Carnat 





The planting perice is from January to Liarche The seed germi- 
nates within 15 to 20 days, and the first leaf avpcars after 40 to 
60 dayse It can be cultivated in the same fields with manioc, corn, 
Ctce and develoos quickly. The plant does not requit crmancnt atten- 
tion if the bushes around the stalks are periodically removed so that 
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stry of Agriculture is carrying out a plain of 3s) 
9N,000 trees which has bcen largely devcloped in the 

-iaule Private cnterprise has contributed to 
| planting and, as a result, an additional 5,00 
trees have been planted in the State of Ceard and 2,900,000 in the 
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The lcaves are gather and transported to a ficld wherc they i 
arc Icft to dry for tare GI “four days, permittina the wax on the sur- f 
Pace to looscne Removed to windproof sheds and stacked in niles, the tf 
lcaves are then beaten or combed to obtain the powder which is placed 
in kettles and melt town into waxe ‘fhe liquid is ticn poured into 
containcrs to cool, after which the cakcs are brokcn into small picccs 
and shipped in bagSe 

According to Raul Senra, Brazilian authority, there are five 
typcs of Carnattba wax, which cre classified as follows: 
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BRAZILIAN PLYWOOD INDUSTRY 





according to data recently released by the National Pine Insti- 


e in Brazil,there are 102 factories for the manufacture of laminate: 
d and plywood in active production and 66 new factories are being 
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BRAZILIAN EXPORTS OF TEXTILES 
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THADE OPPORTUNITIES 





The 3razilian Government Trade Bureau has received the 
ing requests srom businessmen in Brazil, who desire to export 
and represent American comoanics for the sale of the voroducts 
bcolow,. ‘We suggest that the partics intcrested write directly 
firms via cirmei], as well as to this office, at 551 Fifth Av 
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